Introduction  by Madri, Joseph A. & Sterzel, R. Bernd
This issue of Kidney International contains manuscripts and
abstracts of the research presented at the ISN Forefronts in
Nephrology Symposium on Mesangial Cells and Extracellular
Matrix at Kioster Banz near Erlangen-Nurnberg, Germany on
June 9 to 12, 1991. The purpose of this workshop was to bring
together a number of basic scientists working on signal trans-
duction, cytokines and growth factors, cell-cell and cell-extra-
cellular matrix interactions and extracellular matrix biology
with basic scientists and clinicians interested in mesangiat cell
biology. The nearly one hundred participants came from many
centers in 18 countries, and included many young researchers
and fellows in nephrology. The meeting generated widespread
and lively discussions and interactions among the individuals.
The workshop also served as a catalyst for the formation of new
collaborations among the scientists and clinicians present, the
fruit of which we will be reading about in future issues of this
and other scientific and clinical journals.
The following articles should be of significant help in defining
current and future areas of interest in mesangial and glomerular
cell biology, as well as in illustrating facets of growth factor and
matrix related cellular and molecular biology that pertain to the
kidney. We hope that the readers of the international renal
community derive as much information and stimulation from
reading these papers as we did from organizing and participat-
ing in this exciting Forefronts in Nephrology Symposium.
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